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Thursday, April 30, 2020
Members and friends of St. Luke,
Monday, Governor Greg Abbott communicated a plan to “Open Texas”. While, much of his speech concerned businesses, he also said concerning churches, “Effective May 1, they will be able to expand their capacity even more. We do, however, emphasize the importance of safe distancing practices to ensure that church members remain protected from covid-19." As such, churches are not included in the 25% capacity regulations but have different criteria to open as COVID-19 still circulates through our communities.
In “The Governors Report to Open Texas” churches are given guidelines on how to safely expand capacity with these criteria.
· Strongly encourage the at-risk population to participate in the service remotely. If needed to be in the facility, they should have their own service or a designated area (At-risk is defined as those who are 65 or older, especially those with respiratory or heart issues, weakened immune systems, and other health issues.)
· Ensure proper spacing by 1) alternating rows between attendees, and 2) keeping two empty seats (or 6ft.) between households in each row.
· Pastors and volunteers at the gathering are screened for symptoms and follow strict sanitary and hygiene protocols including hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, safe distancing, and cleaning and disinfection of the facility. 
· Doorknobs and regularly touched areas should be disinfected often and seats and items with which attendees come in contact should be disinfected between services.
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick also met with Pastors to share this process and reiterate concerns. He communicated that this is a safe time to begin to open according to the real data not the narrative of worse-case scenario. Only .009% of Texas population have tested positive and we have not experienced near the deaths we thought we might have 7 weeks ago. Less than 700 people have been treated with ventilators in TX and we have 30,000 meaning our health care system has not been overrun. While there could be a second wave, we cannot predict it, and we are much better prepared for a second round medically and in ability and leadership.
Lt. Gov Patrick also asked churches to consider these things when returning to worship.
· Think as if someone in your service is asymptomatic but can spread it
· Know that there will be criticism and same issues if you do this now or later.
· Crowds may not be as big as you might think, as many still use precaution.
· Masks are not mandated but recommended if feasible. 
· Offering should be done with a plate in the back and minimize handing out materials.
· Sharing of the peace and hugging should be skipped for the time being.
· Large group communion should be skipped or use precautions if you must do it.
· Consider worship separately from Sunday School and other meetings and ministries.
· All congregations have different factors to consider and should not make choices based on what other churches are doing. Move forward with a clear plan and use Godly wisdom.

With that in mind, our Elders met with Pastor Reeves and President Phil Jeske I, to determine how our church should effectively congregate with this information.
We will continue to record the service and broadcast live on Facebook and upload the service to YouTube. We will continue to distribute the bulletins as we have in the past few weeks.
At risk individuals and anyone showing symptoms is asked to remain at home and participate in the service online or led by the head of the household. Anyone who feels unsafe or uncomfortable attending service in person should attend the service online.
We will continue to offer communion and prayer service to households in small group settings. Please schedule a time through the office for your family to partake of communion. Guests are welcome to these services for prayer and absolution. 
Those who wish to are welcome to come to the sanctuary at 10:30 on Sundays and participate in the service as we record it. We ask you to sit only in pews that are not marked “closed” and keep two open spaces between your household and anyone else.
An Elder will screen our ushers and all who help in the service. He will oversee sanitizing high use areas such as door handles.
We will reserve our Return Easter Service, Confirmation Sunday, Sunday School and Sunday Bible Class until it is safe and legal to invite everyone, including our high-risk members and guests.

Please contact an Elder or Pastor Reeves with any concerns or questions. May we continue to live in God’s mercy and in service to one another.

In Christ,
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